March 2022 Newsletter

President’s Letter
Winter has presented challenges for our volunteers because the weather on Saturdays in
December and January has been awful. Either it is raining or snowing or freezing cold so we
weren’t able to work at all in 2022 until February 12. That’s when the weather gods relented
and 12 volunteers cleared a patch of invasives north of the trail near the Boy Scout entrance
that will provide a clear view of Littleneck Pond even after the trees and shrubs leaf out.
We plan to have a couple of more work days in this area of the trail, particularly reclaiming the
Boy Scout entrance, which is entirely overgrown with our usual invasive adversaries: privet,
bittersweet,
multiflora
rose and
porcelain
berry. We
are hoping
to make this
a joint effort
with Troop 2
and had two
dates
planned in
January that
were frozen
out.

Trading Oars for Rakes

The URI women’s rowing team came back to the trail for their team-building day exercise as
they have for many years with the exception of the 2020 Covid year. This year, South County
Sand and Gravel donated almost 23 tons of their coarse gravel mix, which we have used to fill
wet spots on the trail not covered by boardwalks and places where erosion and wear has
revealed large tree roots that present a tripping hazard to walkers.

There was so much material to spread on the trail that the team came twice; first on Oct 6
when they worked on the many wet spots on the western segment and again in November
when they did the same work on the eastern segment. These 40 young women and their
enthusiastic coaches performed a huge service for our organization, the town and all of our
recreational trail users. Their enthusiasm and energy were a joy to behold. FOCF’s only costs
were numerous pizzas, donuts, drinks and Brickley’s Ice cream (also donated!).

A Team Effort!

Two board members met with Wenley Ferguson and another associate from Save The Bay in
January to walk the high salt marsh between the Canonchet woods and the Narrow River. Save
The Bay has been engaged in a program in many areas along the Narrow River to eliminate
“ponding” on the marsh where impounded water, without an outlet back to Pettaquamscutt
Cove, has over time been killing the grasses and rushes that normally populate the high marsh.
The solution to the ponding is to dig runnels a foot deep by a foot wide in selected spots that
gradually reduce the water level in the ponded areas by draining the water back into the river.
The results in other areas along the Narrow River have been successful in beginning the
restoration of the natural ecosystem. Save The Bay is ready to tackle three new areas, one of
which would be Canonchet Farm’s salt marsh. Canonchet’s marsh presents a more complex
issue because the historic Sea View Railroad berm that runs along the water’s edge several feet
higher than the marsh behind it has exacerbated the ponding effect. The only cost to FOCF if
the grant is awarded will be the volunteer labor needed to dig the runnels.

Linear Park Progress
The town has applied for a grant from the RI Department of Environmental Management that
would considerably fund the initial phase of the proposed linear park. The proposl includes a
picnic pavilion, an additional fishing pier and a footpath connecting the two. If the application
is successful
the grants will
be awarded in
late spring so
it’s possible
that we may
soon see real
progress on
this long
desired civic
improvement
to Canonchet
Farm.

A phragmite-free view of Lake Canonchet

Goat-scaping Goals
We also expect to apply for a grant to implement Phase 2 of the Native Plant Garden and
Landscaping project at the South County Museum. This grant award would fund additional
native plants for the garden (and replace some that unfortunately became lunch for
Canonchet’s deer population) and horticultural signing for the plants and trees on the museum
grounds
In addition, two pastures adjacent to the nature trail and the museum have become infested
with a bramble of invasive vines and shrubs before the natural progression of trees colonizing
unused fields could take hold. The area is impenetrable for humans but not for goats! We are
exploring applying for grant money to pay for goat-scaping these overgrown pastures, which
involves literally turning loose a herd of 20 or more goats which would eat their way through
the invasives. We could then re-seed the areas with native grasses and flowers.
There are a lot of good things happening with the Friends and we couldn’t do it without your
support. So many of you have made financial contributions and many more of you have
attended our walks and talks. Thank you so much.

-- Tom Hoagland

Build a Trail and They Will Come

Regardless of the weather, nature-lovers came in considerable numbers for our trail walks. We
were delighted with the enthusiastic turnout, sometimes in cold, wet, and windy conditions. Our
fall series started on the same September day as South County Museum’s Family Fun Day.
David Gregg, executive director of the Natural History Survey, engaged us with a video talk at
the museum, followed by a trail walk that focused on the invasives we’re working to reduce. We
continued with an awesome line-up of speakers and trail leaders— David Vissoe, Master
Gardener Project Leader of Kettle Pond; Scott McNeill, director, Frosty Drew Observatory; Jim
Crothers, former executive director of the South County Museum; Tom Hoagland and Alan
Woodmansee, representing the Friends of Canonchet Farm; and Scott Turner, former nature
writer for the Providence Journal and author of a new book, “Beauty in the Street.”
In January, we hosted a special series to celebrate the 15th anniversary founding of FOCF. We
wanted to honor Canonchet Farm’s history and woodlands. Our speakers included Bill Bivona, a
leader in developing our trails; Tom Fortier, naturalist and past president of FOCF; Beth
Laliberte, Teaching Professor in Geosciences at URI; and Tom Hoagland, president of FOCF.
What makes these walks special? Our speakers are passionate about their subjects and they want
us, no matter our age or expertise, to be passionate, too. It seems their enthusiasm came through,
because after every event we heard the same comment: “I want to do this again—will there be a
repeat?”. Stay tuned! We’ll be announcing our spring schedule soon.

The Friends of Canonchet Farm celebrated its 15th anniversary this January with a series of
guided walks and talks. Last year a two-part history of the group was published in our
newsletters. The FOCF prides itself on its collaboration with other community groups such as
the Narragansett Boy
Scouts, URI Women’s
rowing team, and the
town Parks and
Recreation Dept.
Today we’re going to
put the spotlight on
one of our important
and earliest
partnerships, the URI
Master Gardeners
Program.
The mission of the
FOCF is to improve,
manage and preserve
the Canonchet Farm
property in
Kathie Kelleher introducing Tom Fortier at a gathering of members of the Friends of
partnership with the public for
Canonchet Farm and the URI Master Gardens.
the enjoyment of present and
future generations. The URI Master Gardeners Program’s mission is to educate citizens in
environmentally sound gardening practices through the dissemination of factual researchbased information. It was a natural fit for these two groups to join in a collaboration that began
in 2012 and continues today.
In 2011, the FOCF adopted a three-year plan, The Lake Canonchet Invasive Control Program, to
remove invasive plants from the east side of Lake Canonchet. This plan grew out of the
Canonchet Farm Master Plan adopted by the Narragansett town council. It was approved by the
town and CRMC granted a permit. The plan called for the removal of black swallowwort,
Japanese knotweed, oriental bittersweet, European honeysuckle, porcelain berry and
phragmites australis, and their eventual replacement with native plants. This project was to be
managed by four FOCF members, all certified by CRMC as invasive plant managers: Thomas
Fortier, Kathleen Kelleher, Michael Lapisky and David Smith.

Master Gardener Rosemary Smith,
also a member of the FOCF,
requested that the Master
Gardener Board agree to designate
the Canonchet Farm Invasive
Management Plan a URI Master
Gardener (MG) community project.
This designation would both enable
FOCF to recruit volunteers from the
MG membership and assist MG
volunteers to meet their yearly
service-hour requirements with
their Canonchet Farm work. The
immediate goals of the program
were to improve the entrance to Canonchet Farm, which is flanked by Lake Canonchet and
Little Neck Pond, restore public access to the lake edges that were obscured by phragmites,
improve the habitat for wildlife around the pond and build public awareness of the invasive
plant problem and effective ways to combat it.
In March 2012, the Master Gardeners board approved the Lake Canonchet Invasive Plant
Control Program, the first MG-sponsored land stewardship project in Rhode Island. Later, in the
fall of 2015, FOCF submitted an addendum to the original Master Gardener Community Project
application that added the clearing of Invasives and restoring habitat along the 1.3-mile
Canonchet Farm Trail to the original agreement. The Narragansett Parks and Recreation
Department was interested in clearing the trail of the invasive plants that had over time made
the walking trails of Canonchet Farm almost unavailable to the public. Tom Fortier, forensic
arborist and then president of the Friends of Canonchet Farm, and other state-certified invasive
plants managers would help with training our volunteers to identify the plants that needed to
be removed. The plan was approved by the Master Gardeners board and the work began.

To be continued in the Fall Newsletter.
Annual Meeting
Our annual meeting is scheduled for Sunday, June 5 at 1 p.m. in South County Museum’s Metz
Exhibition Building. We haven’t been able to hold this event for a couple of years and since this
is our 15th anniversary year we hope to make it special. A light lunch will be offered, we will
discuss upcoming initiatives and elect new board members. We are working on a speaker so
look for an updated meeting announcement when we send out notifications about our Spring
Walks and Talks. We hope you can attend.

